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Knockout
Mania 
By Madison Gray

M E d i a  r E p o r t s  have uncovered an alarming, 
new trend where groups of Black teenagers attack 
unsuspecting victims with a sucker punch to the head 
known as the “knockout game.” But upon closer 
examination, it’s possible that the only trend here is an 
exaggeration of random acts of violence.

There is little evidence to prove the assaults stem 
solely from urban youth. a 35-year-old Black assailant 
was charged in Brooklyn, NY, with felony and misde-
meanor assault counts for attacking six victims. and 
most recently, a 27-year-old White man was charged 

with federal hate crimes in Houston, TX, for attacking a 
79-year-old Black man knockout-style.

exacerbated by viral videos, news of this purported 
craze has people on edge, but police officials have yet to 
determine if the threat is real. charles Williams, an as-
sociate professor of psychology and education at Drexel 
University is skeptical.  

“It’s happened before under different names,” ex-
plains Williams. “What’s different is social media has 
created an appetite to put these things on display.” 

In fact, this hype is similar to fears of “wilding” in the 
1980s, which got five teens falsely convicted of gang 
rape. Years later, DNa results proved their innocence.

(continued fRom page 11)
Law Center, government-
loathing “Patriot” groups 
have spiked by over 800 
percent since Obama took 
office— from 149 groups 
in 2008 to 1,360 in 2012.  
That growth came with 
an increase in domestic 
terrorism, including plots 
by radical right extremists 
in Florida and Minnesota 
to collect weapons for use 
against other Americans.

“The hostile response to 
Blacks under the president’s 
watch has intensified,” 
states Rev. Al Sharpton, 
head of the National Action 
Network and MSNBC host. 
“For every action there’s 
an opposite reaction. The 
president has incited major 
reaction across the board.”

But with a right-leaning 
Congress deadlocked on 
legislation that could help 
change the tide and high-
pitched anti-Black rhetoric 
from radical-right pundits 
filling the airwaves, what 
can Americans do to protect 
existing civil rights? 

“We have to stand up and 
fight,” insists Sharpton, not-
ing the protests in response 
to the 2012 shooting death 
of Trayvon Martin. “We can’t 
sit down while people take 
potshots at us.” 
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