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J u d i C i A l  s y s T E M s 

in the US are exploring an 
alternative to locking up 
female juvenile offenders.

Judges and district attor-
neys have implemented 
“Girls Courts” to reach at-
risk girls who become a part 
of the system after years of 
neglect and abuse from sex 

trafficking. Alameda County, 
CA, was one of the first to 
launch its Human Exploita-
tion and Trafficking program 
in 2010, but similar models 
are in Hawaii and New York. 

“Every week, someone 
steps into that child’s life 
so they aren’t falling off the 
radar,” says Alameda County 

A Way Out
Teen girls get the courts on their side 
By MAdisOn GrAy

A f T E r  T h E  C i v i l  WA r , 
state laws prohibited felons 
from voting. Today, more 
than 2 million Blacks fall into 
that category. Groups like 
The Sentencing Project have 
fought for years to repeal 
these laws, but change can 
only happen if governors ig-
nore political pressures and 

District Attorney Nancy 
O’Malley, who heads  her 
office’s Young Women’s 
Empowerment Program. 

According to a 2011 Justice 
Department sex trafficking 
study of over 2,500 cases, 
62 percent of the victims 
were Black, 94 percent were 
female, but only 13 percent 
were older than 25.  

Judge Fernando Camacho 
of  the Human Trafficking 
Intervention Courts in New 
York believes jailing the girls 
has little to no impact. “It 
made more sense to put ser-
vices in place to help them 
get out of the life,”  he says. 

Rachel Lloyd, who runs the 
Girls Educational & Mentor-
ing Service, a jail alternative 
group, agrees. “We’re talking 
about young people failed 
by the adults in their lives,” 
she states. “This is about 
building trust and allowing 
them to be survivors.”

use their clout to support the 
repeal process. Just recently, 
US Attorney General Eric 
Holder publicly encouraged 
states to review their stance 
on the issue. “This isn’t just 
about fairness for those who 
are released from prison,” 
he explains. “It’s about who 
we are as a nation.”S
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